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OFF DUTY

THE PERSONAL SIDE oF DFW BUSINESS LEADERS

PURSUITS

All-American
Golfer and Real
Estate CEO

Danny Lovell leads The Rainier Cos., which
invests in commercial properties of all types.
But he still hasn’t lost his passion for golf.

story by BEN SWANGER
photography by JONATHAN ZIZZO
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WHEN HE WAS ON SUMMER BREAK AS A 9-
year-old, Danny Lovell's mom would drop him
off at the Henryetta Golf Course in rural Okla-
homa, and the young tyke would play as long as
the sun allowed. But despite his passion for golf,
Lovell, who today serves as CEO and president
of The Rainier Cos., would initially go on to ex-
cel on the tennis court. He won the Oklahoma
State Tennis Championship in high school and
earned a tennis (and basketball) scholarship to
Oklahoma Christian University. But the allure
of his first sport was too strong, so he set aside
his Wilson racket in favor of less-than-tour-
ready clubs. Lovell walked on OCU’s NAIA-level
golf team, and it didn’t take him long to find his
stroke. He logged back-to-back All-American
campaigns in 2001 and 2002, becoming
the first walk-on in OCU history to do so.

After graduating, Lovell took a post at
Gleneagles Country Club as an assistant
professional. It was there that he met a
club member who would help fuel his quest
to go pro. During a round of golf, Lovell
shared his dream but said he needed mon-
ey to fund the pursuit. The member told
him, “If you shoot under par on the back
nine holes, I'll invest in your golf career.”
Lovell came in two shots under to earn
an investment from the member and 15
others the member corralled. They put in

AVID PLAYER

In his best game, Lovell
shot a nine under par.
Today, he maintains a
6 handicap.
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about $150,000 between 2003 and 2005 to fund
Lovell's golf career. Unable to successfully turn
pro, he stashed away his Titleists in 2006 to take
a job with The Rainier Cos. after getting to know
the company’s founders. “They needed a busi-
ness development person, and they were willing
to give me a shot,” he says. The firm, which buys
and sells all property types, has closed on about
$2.5 billion in assets since its founding in 2003.

While climbing the ladder at The Rainier Cos.,
his competitive itch for golf returned. In 2010,
Lovell regained amateur status. A year later, he
won the North Amateur, shooting six under par,
shooting 68, 74, and 65. He has also played in
four USGA events and won a club championship
at Preston Trail Golf Club. Throughout it all, his
day job did not suffer; he was named president
and CEO of The Rainier Cos. in 2019.

Lovell still plays in up to six amateur events
a year. His wife, Amber, is an avid golfer, too.
In 2018, the pair won the Championship Cou-
ples Tournament at Pebble Beach Golf Course
in Carmel, California. The parallels between
sports and business are interesting, Lovell says.
“In college, I walked on, someone gave me a shot,
I ended up being good enough, and became an
All-American,” he says. “At Rainier, they gave me
a shot; I worked hard, made the team, and then
became CEOQ.”

INSIGHTS

The Rules of
the Game

When dining with potential
business colleagues, real
estate exec Danny Lovell
says he can learn a lot
about them by the way
they handle themselves.
“Do they ask the waiter

for every little thing every
10 minutes? That indi-
cates that they’ll be high
maintenance,” Lovell says.
A person’s character also

is revealed on the links, he
adds. “Do they fluff up their
lie in the rough? They may
be willing to do anything

to get ahead.” Lovell says.
"Do they say they had a

six when they really shot a
seven? Cheater; beware. Do
they take a lot of time to hit
a golf shot? It could mean
that they're very deliberate
and that quick decisions
don’t come easy.”




